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Pole to Pole Exhibit Opens 


Rather heavy snow 
showers appropriately 
marked the public opening 
of the special exhibit Pole 
to Pole: The Arctic and 
Antarctic, on Sunday, 
February 4, as visitors 
watched Scott and 
Amundsen "Race to the 
Pole" on video, and ISM 
Curator of Geology Dr. 
Jeffrey Saunders give a slide-talk 
comparing research conditions in 
Antarctica today with those he 
experienced in the mid ’60s. 

The new exhibit features 89 
color prints by Donald M. 
Robinson, from the collections of 
the Southern Alleghenies Museum 
of Art, Loretto, Pennsylvania. The 
photographs brilliantly capture the 
snow-, water-, and landscapes of 





places that few people in the world 
get to see first hand. They also 
contain intimate natural studies of 
wild arctic creatures we see only in 
zoos -- polar bears, seals, walruses, 
and especially penguins. 

Also exhibited are over 50 Inuit 
(Eskimo) and Aleut artifacts from 
the collections of the Illinois State 
Museum. These range from a 





kayak, to a miniature ivory carving; 
and include 25 Inuit and Aleut 
baskets, finely woven of seagrass. 
Interpretive panels tell of Inuit life 
in the past and today, and one tells 
the story of Dickson Mounds’ own 
born-in-Antarctica sled dog, 
Bunky. 

The exhibit will run through 
April 30. 


Related Programs: 


Pole to Pole... And Beyond. 
At 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 
11, Dr. Jay Apt presents “Orbit: 
This View of Earth” -- views of the 
earth taken from space. Following 
this presentation, Donald M. 
Robinson speaks informally in the 
gallery about his experiences in the 
Arctic and Antarctic regions and 
the photographs in the exhibit. The 
public is invited to an informal 
reception after the gallery talk. 
Photographer Donald M. 
Robinson, a Pittsburgh business- 
man and alumnus of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Business 
Administration, has been taking 
pictures for most of his life. He 
studied photography with a number 
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of noted photographers and has 
received numerous international 
awards for his work which is 
represented in a number of muse- 
ums and private collections. 
Physicist Jay Apt is also a 
noted photographer, but many of 
his photographs were taken from 
space. As a NASA astronaut Dr. 
Apt participated in four Space 
Shuttle missions that included two 
spacewalks. He is the author of the 





best selling book Orbit: NASA 
Astronauts Photograph the 
Earth, is former Director of 
Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Museum, 
and has piloted single-engine 
aircraft to Greenland, Iceland, and 
Central America. 


Eskimo Influences. 

This family program, Sunday, 
April 29, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., looks 
at the influence Inuit (Eskimo) 
culture has had on our daily lives. 
It includes displays and informa- 
tion on ice fishing, sled dogs, and 
kayaking; games, crafts, and 
legends; and free Eskimo pies. 
The extraordinary 1922 pioneer 
documentary film, Nanook of the 
North, will be shown. 


COMING UP AT DICKSON MOUNDS . . . 


Pueblo Potleny of the American Sout hweat 


A major exhibit of Southwestern Native American pottery from the 
collections of the Illinois State Museum opens May 20 and runs through 
October 21, 2001. 


Exhibit Opening. 
Potter Barbara Gonzales of San Ildefonso Pueblo, New Mexico -- a 
great granddaughter of famous potter Maria Martinez -- gives a slide 
talk at the public opening of the special exhibit, Sunday, May 20, 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 


Pueblo Pottery Workshops 
with Barbara Gonzales. 
Gonzales, of San Ildefonso 
Pueblo, New Mexico, traces the 
pottery traditions of her pueblo and 
family, and the innovations of her 
own distinctive red and black 
polychrome ware at workshops on 
May 19. Children’s Workshop 
(Ages 8-12), 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Adult Workshop (Ages 13 and up), 
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Call the museum to register. 
Museum Society members, $10. Nonmembers, $15. 


WIUM Rado and the Dickson 
Mounds Museum hosts a free 
musical performance of 
Southeastern rural blues on 
harmonica and guitar by Cephus 
and Wiggins on April 14, from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. John Cephus 
and Phil Wiggins have developed 
their own style of country blues on 
guitar and harmonica, and have 
performed around the world and at 
the White House. They have 
written many songs and made 
many recordings. Their album, 
“Dog Days of August,” won the 
W.C. Handy Award for Best 
Traditional Blues Album in 1989. 
Reservations required. Call 309- 
298-1873. 


WIUM Celebration 
Concent 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 


You will be receiving an invita- 
tion to a reception previewing 
the Pueblo Pottery exhibit, to be 
held the evening of May 18; 
and also inviting you to join 
Museum Society members from 
the Springfield area following 
the reception for a picnic supper 
on Picnic Hill. 


A Choclaw Celebnation 


This popular day-long outdoor 
event (Sunday, July 22, 10:00 a.m 
to 4:00 p.m.) presented by members 
of an extended family of the 
Choctaw Indian tribe of Tennessee 
provides the public with a rare 
opportunity to visit with a unique 
group of Native Americans with 
roots in the ancient Indian cultures 
of the Southeast, through their 
traditional regalia, language; crafts, 
cooking, complex cycle of social 
dances, and demonstrations of the 
stickball game which was a central 
social and ceremonial feature of 
Indian cultures of the distant past. 





Mone than Gows and Annows 


At this day-long, outdoor program (Sunday, August 12, 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) experts demonstrate fire-starting; 
fingerweaving, cordage, and pottery making; as well as 
gourd and quill-work. There will also be cooking 
demonstrations, storytelling; and hands-on spear-throwing, 
pressure flaking, and corn grinding. At 2:00 p.m. the 
Kahok Dancers of Cahokia Mounds give a Native 
American style interpretive dance performance. 


Good Old Days 





This year the museum’s annual Open House looks to the past as it 
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Discoveries at Artifact ID Day 


Each year interesting items are brought to the museum on Artifact 
Identification Day, but this year’s event, on Sunday, February 18, was 
particularly exciting, with artifacts covering the entire range of Native 
American cultures in this area. Included were a number of Clovis and 
Folsom points (10,000 and 9,000 B.C. respectively), found in Fulton 
County, and lithic and pottery collections representing cultures from early 
Archaic through Mississippian (about 8,000 B.C. to A.D. 1300). Also 
notable were a spider gorget fragment, an owl effigy pottery vessel, and 
peace medals given to 
Indians in Wisconsin 
by the Colonial 
American Govern- 
ment. There were also 
a number of ethno- 
graphic items, among 
which were a fine 
Inuit (Eskimo) bow 
and point. Among the 
animal bones brought 
in were mammoth, 
mastodon and bison 
from Central Illinois. 








celebrates the official reopening of the 1939 Waterford School, and the 
1850 Canton Liverpool Toll House on the museum grounds. Old-time 
crafts, games, and dress; wagon rides, dancing; refreshments, and music 
by Edwin Waters, “The Prairie Troubadour.” At 2:00 p.m. noted historian 
Dr. John Hallwas will give a slide talk on the "American Small Town." 
Sunday, September 16, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 


Museum Link IIlinois 
Project Completed 


On October 31, the Illinois State 
Museum completed the multifac- 
eted MuseumLink Illinois project, 
a Web site that provides a wealth of 
information on the art, Native 
American heritage, and forest and 
prairie ecosystems of Illinois, as 
well as on careers in museums. The 
site, (www.museum.state.il.us/ 
muslink), is geared to teachers and 
students in grades six through 12, 
and is correlated with the Illinois 
State Board of Education’s Learn- 
ing Standards. Funded by a grant 
from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce’s Technology Opportu- 
nities Program, the MuseumLink 
project brought robust Internet 
access and public access terminals 
to all ISM Museum facilities 
(including Dickson Mounds), and 
provided computer equipment and 
teacher training to 12 pilot schools 
in Illinois. 
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Also atl Dickson Mounds DULCIMER WORKSHOPS 


ountain and Hammered 


HICKORY RIDGE COFFEEHOUSES 41 'V & Dulcimer Workshops. Morn- 
ing and afternoon sessions. Advance 


erformances by noted folk musicians the third Saturday of each registration required. Fee. To register 
month at 7:30 p.m. Hosted by singer-songwriter Chris Vallillo. call Steve Endsley at 309-668-2362. 
Admission: $4.00 for adults, $2.00 for children. 


(http://www.hickoryridge.outfitters.com/) Upcoming dates — 
Mountain Dulcimer 
March 10 
May 12 
Hammered Dulcimer 


March 31 


Upcoming program dates -- 
March 17 Echo's 
April 21 Lee Murdock cane 
May 19 Mark Dvorak 
June 16 Mike and Amy Flinders 





Be One of the Finat ... 


Become a Friend of Dickson Mounds Museum -- a non-profit organi- 
zation and affiliate of the Illinois State Museum Society -- and be the first 
to know about special events through fieldnotes; be invited to exhibit 
previews and receptions; and get discounts on classes, workshops, bus 
trips, and the museum shop. Call the museum for more information. 
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